Treaty of Versailles
End of the war

Russia made peace with Germany in 1917 in the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. Russia had too many problems and had just had a revolution so wanted to stop fighting. 

USA, France and Britain the main opponents to Germany. 

Germany lost because:

· She ran out of men, supplies and weapons
· The allied blockade prevented extra food coming in

· Her allies had been defeated already (Bulgaria, Turkey and Austria-Hungary)

· The allies had worked out how to use tanks effectively

· The German naval blockade against Britain failed 

Armistice was signed 11th November 1918 in France. Kaiser Wilhelm abdicated. The allies demanded that a republic be established along democratic lines. The blockade and occupation of Germany continued until peace was signed, so the allies wanted to make a treaty as quickly as possible to save themselves money (soldiers) and to stop the Germans from starving. 

Hopes 

The big 3:

France – Clemenceau – revenge for the destruction of so much, to get Alsace-Lorraine, & for Germany to be made very weak 

Britain – Lloyd-George - a moderate peace, to make Germany too weak to be a threat, & to have her colonies 

USA – Woodrow Wilson – to create world peace and stability and democracies. 

	Wilson’s 14 points

	1. No secret treaties – to prevent suspicion

2. Free access to the sea for all – to take a way the need to attack others to reach the sea

3. Free trade 

4. Disarmament – to prevent war

5. Colonies to have a say in their own future – freedom

6. Russia to be free of German troops

7. Belgium to be independent

8. France to have Alsace-Lorraine

9. New border between Austria and Italy

10. Self-determination (they could choose which country to belong to, or be independent) –     

freedom

11. Serbia to have access to the sea – prevent war and give Serbia some protection

12. Self-determination for the people of the Turkish empire – freedom

13. Poland to be independent with access to the sea – to be strong to act as a barrier between 

Russia & Germany

14. A League of Nations to be set up to settle disputes – to prevent future war




Italy  - Orlando - land from Austria-Hungary

Russia – had no say as she was not invited. She was having a civil war and had already made peace with Germany

Germany – had no say. It was a diktat (dictated) peace (non-negotiable).
Most countries wanted Germany to be weakened so that she could not get revenge and threaten them again. For this reason the big three tried to make strong states around Germany, such as by putting together in one country several different national groups to make one strong country rather than lots of little weak ones that Germany could potentially attack in the future. 

Terms of the T of V
Germany was made to accept responsibility for starting the war in the War Guilt Clause – article 231.

This was the most hated part of the T of V because without it Germany could not be punished. 
Army reduced to 100,000 volunteers.
No tanks.

No aircraft.

No submarines.

Only 6 warships.

Troops were not allowed in the Rhineland (an area on the border of France and Germany) – demilitarization.

Reparations of £6.6 billion to go to the allies, mainly France and Britain. They both had spent lots of money on the war and suffered damage. Germany’s economy was destroyed so there was no way she could pay this. 
She lost all her colonies.

Germany lost land:

North Schleswig to Denmark

Polish corridor and port of Danzing (both valuable areas and industrialised) to Poland 

Alsace-Lorraine to France

Eupen Malmédy to Belgium
Anschluss (the uniting of Germany with Austria) was forbidden.

Reaction in Germany – horror and disgust. They felt it was very unfair and they were angry with the politicians who were forced to sign the treaty.
League of Nations
League of Nations was set up by the T of V to discuss issues and work for the betterment of all countries. 

Germany’s arguments
· Germany had to accept the blame for the war
· Germany would be ruined

· It would take a very long time to repay the reparations

· Germany lost 13% of her land and 12% population – too much

· Dictated

· Germany was defenseless

· German colonies weren’t given self-determination

