
Deconstruction of an Op-ed

Overview
· Stands for ‘opposite the editorial’ page
· a piece published by magazines and newspapers which expresses the opinion of an author that is usually not associated with the editorial board. 
· Usually around 750 - 800 words
· Clear point of view
· Must contain the strong voice of the writer

Voice
- must be like engaging in a conversation, crucial
· imagine talking with the reader
· it can be reportorial, descriptive, experienced, informative, humorous, observant, conversational 

Topic/ Theme/ Thesis
· Topic: the place, person, issue, incident. Usually stated in the first paragraph.
· Theme: The writer’s idea of the topic, what is your point? why is it important?
· Thesis: Statement of argument – either explicit or implicit

Opening
· Must have a hook for the first line, something catchy with a strong claim, a mystery, metaphor, etc., anything that would grab the reader’s attention.

Argument
· Must have facts, expert quotations, statistics, citations, both primary & secondary.

Counter-argument
- addresses any obvious flaws in the argument

Conclusion
· Answers the introduction, or echoes it
· Has been foreshadowed by the previous paragraphs
· Calls the reader to action







