
Working with Mind Mapping and Concept Mapping

Mind mapping and concept mapping are ways to brainstorm and generate ideas, and organize them in a logical fashion. By using  a more visual approach, you may be able to gain insights into how to arrange the various points and subtopics of your essay in a strategic way. 

Mind Mapping

Helps you brainstorm and collect ideas related to your central theme.

To create a mind map, write your thesis or main topic in the center of your page. Then, make lines branching out all around and write connecting ideas or topics.  Your subtopics may also have branches with circles or other design features. 

Concept Mapping

Concept mapping helps to visually illustrate the relationships between the main concept of your essay, and the specific topics you will address.

A concept map is a type of graphic organizer than can help you see how you gather information, arrange the information logically, and find the way to move smoothly from topic to topic. It will enable you to organize and structure your thoughts to discover new relationships and find the logic in the order you present your ideas. 

With mind mapping you:


1. Start with a main idea, topic, or issue to focus on.

Choose a focus question—something that needs to be solved or a conclusion that needs to be reached. 

2. Determine the key concepts

Find the key concepts that connect and relate to your main idea  and rank them; most general, inclusive concepts come first, then link to smaller, more specific concepts.



3. Finish by connecting concepts—creating linking phrases and words.

Once the basic links between the concepts are created, you may add cross-links, which connect concepts in different areas of the map, to further illustrate the relationship and strengthen your understanding and knowledge on the topic. 


What we’ll do:

Divide into pairs or groups.

Choose a general topic or title you’ll be writing on. This goes in the center of the page. Draw a circle or a square around it. 

Think of ideas connected to this topic and make a list on another piece of paper.

Select phrases or words you want to use and write on sticky notes (or on the page).

Arrange these notes on the paper around your central topic.

Draw lines connecting them with your central topic. 

Repeat the process for each of the subtopics you’ve chosen, connecting these with each other. 

Create linking phrases and words to connect your topics and sub-topics. 
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