



Class Notes
Oedipus Rex

Questions concerning subject studied in today’s lesson
 
A. [bookmark: _Hlk185712188]Oedipus answers the riddle posed by the Sphinx
1. What is the name of the hideous creature who is the mother of the Sphinx? Who were her mother and father?
2. Why was the Goddess Hera furious at King Laius?  
3. What was the specific reason that Hera sought to punish the city of Thebes? 
4. By what means did the goddess decide to enact her punishment?
5. Why were all seven gates of the city of Thebes closed?
6. What was the reason that all of the entrances and exits of the walled city were completely inactive? Why had everyone ceased from entering or exiting from the city ?
7. Why does the Sphinx call out to Oedipus in a sinister tone of voice? Why doesn’t the winged creature call out to him in a friendly manner?
8. When Oedipus answers the Sphinx’s riddle why do you think his tone of voice is described as having been“resolute”?
9. When Oedipus answers the riddle posed by the winged monster why isn’t his voice trembling with fear and uncertainty?
10. What is it hat causes the Sphinx to destroy herself, dashing herself upon the rocks below the cliff and taking her own life?


Reference Notes for today’s lesson subject

Oedipus Rex

A. Oedipus answers the riddle posed by the Sphinx

1. According to Greek tradition, the sphinx was a cruel, treacherous and merciless creature
According to Greek tradition, the sphinx was a cruel, treacherous and merciless creature with the head of a woman, the haunches of a lion, and the wings of a bird and a snake-like tail.
The monster was easily recognizable by Oedipus as soon as he caught sight of her woman’s head, lion’s body, serpent’s tail and eagle’s wings.  
2. The goddess Hera had recently sent the Sphinx to punish Thebes for Laius’s abduction of a boy from Pisa
The goddess Hera had recently sent the Sphinx to punish Thebes for Laius’s abduction of the boy Chrysippus from Pisa. Settling on Mount Phicium, close to the city of Thebes, she now challenged every wayfarer seeking to enter Thebes by demanding they answer a riddle which had been taught her by the Three Muses: “What being, which has only one voice, walks on four feet in the morning, two at noontime and three at night?”
3. Nobody dared to enter or leave the city for a monster, the Sphinx, had settled on a cliff just outside the city
Oedipus continued on his way and came to the outskirts of the city of Thebes. But all of its seven gates were closed. Nobody dared to enter or leave the city for a monster, the Sphinx, had settled on a cliff just outside the city wall. The Sphinx, which was a winged monster with a woman’s head and a lion’s body, challenged all who passed by to answer her riddle. If they couldn’t provide the right answer, she tore them to pieces. Nobody had yet been able to solve the riddle of the Sphinx.



4. When the Sphinx saw Oedipus approaching the city, she addressed him in a sinister tone of voice  
From the cliff upon which she was perched, the sharp-eyed Sphinx caught sight of Oedipus approaching the city. She immediately called out to him, in a sinister tone of voice “What creature is it that walks on four feet in the morning, on two at noon, and on three in the evening?”
5. “It is man” Oedipus answered
“It is man” Oedipus resolutely answered.  As a child he crawls on all four limbs, when grown he walks upright on two feet and in old age he walks with two feet while leaning on a staff.”
6. The Sphinx let out a horrible scream as she went insane with anger
The Sphinx let out a horrible scream. The monster went insane with anger
7. She was totally confounded; her riddle had been solved and so she had lost all of her powers  
She was totally confounded. Her riddle had been solved, causing her to lose all of her powers. In despair, she threw herself from the cliff upon which she was perched to her death. Upon seeing her dashed on the rocks below, the gates of Thebes were suddenly thrown open and the people crowded out, giving their effusive thanks to the stranger who had finally freed them.
8. The old King of Thebes had recently been killed, leaving no son to inherit his throne
The old King of Thebes had recently been killed, leaving no son to inherit his throne. When they heard that Oedipus was a prince from Corinth, they proclaimed him their new king and asked him to marry their newly widowed queen.   To be sure, Queen Jocasta was much older than Oedipus, but she was still beautiful. Therefore, he accepted their invitation and married Jocasta, unaware that she was his mother.
9. Thus, Oedipus became the King of Thebes and he ruled the city justly and wisely for many years
Queen Jocasta’s beauty had been magically preserved by an enchanted necklace that the gods had given to Harmonia, the first Queen of Thebes.  Those who wore this magic necklace stayed young and beautiful looking all their lives. So thus, it was in this manner that Oedipus became the King of Thebes.
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