Looping
What it is: Looping is the perfect prewriting strategy to use after students have done freewriting. When using this technique, they’ll chose an idea from their freewriting to explore on a deeper level.
How to use it: Go back to the freewriting and choose a word, sentence, or phrase that interests them or that they think might make a good topic. Write that word, sentence, or phrase at the top of a new page, set the timer, and have students write about that topic until the timer goes off.
Then what? After looping, students may want to try clustering or even outlining.

Clustering
What it is: Clustering is gathering ideas and thoughts into categories.
How to use it: Look at the prompt and determine some big categories that might fall under the topic.
Students can write the ideas in circles (like a cluster). It’s helpful to label the clusters or color code them.
Use this technique after students have done some brainstorming or freewriting. This will allow them to create categories and pull ideas more easily.
Then what: After clustering students may be ready to start organizing ideas. A simple outline is ideal for this.

Mapping & Diagramming
What it is: Mapping (or diagramming) is a great visual organizational prewriting activity that helps students see relationships. Writers create a concept map of how different elements fit together.
How to use it: In its simplest form, this prewriting technique entails using shapes, symbols, colors, arrows, and lines. Start with the main idea in the center, and look for ideas that connect or are important. 
By the end of a mapping prewriting activity, students should have a “bird’s eye” view of what their topic entails. This is really helpful in determining if the topic is too big.
Then what? After mapping, the next logical question is — “Is my topic too big?” 
Use your writing conferences to determine if their topic is too big. This is helpful in preventing students from getting overwhelmed with drafting.
Outlining
What it is: We’re all familiar with a standard outline form — a prewriting outline is an abbreviated form of that.
How to use it: Outlining is a great tool once students have completed some other preliminary prewriting. If they have done clustering or listing, they have items they need to categorize.
When you ask your students to outline for a writing project, remember that the outline itself isn’t the goal. You want your students to move from the prewriting activity to drafting, so don’t make the outline a complicated lesson. Keep it simple. 
Then what? Once students have completed an outline, they should be ready to write a draft. An outline will guide them through their essay.
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