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Fill in the blanks with a word or phrase from the box below.  Some words/phrases can be used twice, as indicated.

	fishy (x2)
	the lion’s share
	to hound somebody
	to worm your way out of something (x2)

	like water off a duck’s back (x2)
	to be livid (x2)
	a dark horse (x2)
	to throw a tantrum

	a wild goose chase (x2)
	the black sheep of the family
	to have a whale of a time
	




1	I was ________________________ to find out that my neighbours treat their pet dog badly.  I saw the abuse myself, so reported them to the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA).  

2	A bit of ____________________________, and generally considered __________________________________________ , George Wong was never invited to any family events.  Nevertheless, when his father died, George inherited ______________________________________ of his father’s property.  The rest of the family were _______________________________.

3	Police saw six men acting suspiciously yesterday at the airport and suspected something _____________________ was going on.  The men tried to ____________________________________________, but three kilograms of heroin were found, hidden in their suitcases.

4	As her child screamed and ____________________________________, the mother stood by silently, making no reaction.  Obviously she was used to it!  It was like ______________________________________________ !

5	It took Tom, the new student, a very long time to find the right classroom.  He thought something ________________________ was going on, and soon realised that he had been sent _______________________________________, to the wrong building! 

The students who had played the trick on Tom tried ____________________________________________, and denied doing anything.

6	I’m sure you’ll enjoy your holiday!  I bet you have _______________________________!

7	Like all famous movie stars, she is ______ ________________________by the Press most of the time!  So she is quite used to it now.  It is like __________________________________________ ..

8	It’s difficult to know what Ada is thinking.  She’s a bit of a dark horse.

9	 A ‘red herring’ has a similar meaning to being sent on ________________________________ -- when you are misdirected, or are deliberately given the wrong information.




ANSWERS

1	I was livid to find out that my neighbours treat their pet dog badly.  I saw the abuse myself, so reported them to the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA).  

2	A bit of a dark horse, and generally considered the black sheep of the family, George Wong was never invited to any family events.  Nevertheless, when his father died, George inherited the lion’s share of his father’s property.  The rest of the family were livid.

3	Police saw six men acting suspiciously yesterday at the airport and suspected something fishy was going on.  The men tried to worm their way out of it, but three kilograms of heroin were found, hidden in their suitcases.

4	As her child screamed and threw a tantrum, the mother stood by silently, showing no reaction.  Obviously she was used to it!  It was like water off a duck’s back.

5	It took Tom, the new student, a very long time to find the right classroom.  He thought something fishy was going on, and soon realised that he had been sent on a wild-goose chase, to the wrong building!

The students who had played the trick on Tom tried to worm their way out of it, and denied doing anything.

6	I’m sure you’ll enjoy your holiday!  I bet you have a whale of a time!

7	Like all famous movie stars, she is hounded by the Press almost all of the time!  So she is quite used to it now.  It was like water off a duck’s back.

8	It’s difficult to know what Ada is thinking.  She’s a bit of a dark horse.

9	 A ‘red herring’ is a bit like being sent on a wild-goose chase -- which is when you are misdirected, or are deliberately given the wrong information,
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