
Compare-and-Contrast Essay

A compare-and-contrast essay analyzes two subjects by comparing them, contrasting 
them, or both.

DEFINITION

Introduction

block organisation

STRUCTURE

The hook

General statements

Thesis

A clear short and catchy sentence, which usually points 
out the importance of a topic.

Give more general information on the topic

Write 2-3 similarities and differences in one sentence, 
generally.

Block 1
Paragraph 1

Topic sentence

Supporting details

Topic sentence (write about 2-3 points of similarities).

Explain in detail.
(Explain your point of view - how the 2 things are similar.)

Block 2
Paragraph 2

Topic sentence

Supporting details

Topic sentence (write about 2-3 points of differences).

Explain in detail.
(Explain - how the 2 things are different.)

Conclusion

There are 2 types of conclusions:

Restatement of thesis
You can paraphrase your thesis (change 
some words or the structure of the 
sentence)

Short summary
You can write short summary of main 
points in your body paragraph.
To do so: rewrite your topic examples 
(paraphrase them).

- likewise
- similarly
- just as
- both … and…
- in the same way
- in like manner

COMPARISON WORDS:

- however
- in contrast
- unlike
- in contrast
- but / yet
- despite



Compare-and-Contrast Essay

A compare-and-contrast essay analyzes two subjects by comparing them, contrasting 
them, or both.

DEFINITION

Introduction

point-by-point organisation

STRUCTURE

The hook

General statements

Thesis

A clear short and catchy sentence, which usually points 
out the importance of a topic.

Give more general information on the topic

Write 2-3 similarities and differences in one sentence, 
generally.

Criteria 1
Paragraph 1

Topic sentence

Supporting details

Topic sentence (state one criteria of comparison you are 
going to write about in the paragraph).

Write about both similarities and differences.

Criteria 2
Paragraph 2

Topic sentence

Supporting details

Topic sentence (state one criteria of comparison you are 
going to write about in the paragraph).

Write about both similarities and differences.

Conclusion

There are 2 types of conclusions:

Restatement of thesis
You can paraphrase your thesis (change 
some words or the structure of the 
sentence)

Short summary
You can write short summary of main 
points in your body paragraph.
To do so: rewrite your topic examples 
(paraphrase them).

- likewise
- similarly
- just as
- both … and…
- in the same way
- in like manner

COMPARISON WORDS:

- however
- in contrast
- unlike
- in contrast
- but / yet
- despite


